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APPENDIX B

Teacher Sheet: Science in the News Article Report

To help students understand a concept, it is often helpful to associate it with an event or phenomenon.  
Depending on the topic, students may be able to draw connections to recent events in the news or to  
historical events in your area. Using a literacy tool like an article report is a helpful way to bring in literacy, 
reading comprehension, and science topics at any grade level.
 
Science in the News articles can be assigned at any point during a unit to assist students in seeing the 
“real-world connection” to a particular concept. These articles should be provided by the teacher in lower 
grades, but students in grades 3–5 may be ready for the challenge of selecting their own articles  
independently. The following guidelines will help you find appropriate articles. If you ask students to locate 
their own articles, you may wish to provide some of these guidelines along with the specific requirements 
for the assignment. Students at all grades are provided with an article report sheet to help them analyze 
their article and draw connections between it and the unit concepts. For students in grades 3–5, a rubric is 
provided in this appendix to help them to evaluate an article for bias and credibility. 

1. Choose a topic that aligns with content  

	 n Look for an article that will be engaging to students. It might be helpful to use local news sources 	
		  or current events. Try to find a topic that students will be able to relate to and find interesting. 		
		  For example, students will find greater interest in relating chemical reactions to cooking than in a  
		  laboratory setting. 

2. Seek appropriate articles 

	 n Typical news sites contain text that is likely too complex for elementary students. Use a search  
		  engine to find websites that provide kid-friendly news. Many of these websites align their content 
		  by grade level and cover a variety of topics. 

	 n Though news is more frequently updated on websites, it is also possible to use text sources, 		
		  such as kid-friendly newspapers or magazines.  

3. Determine the credibility of the source 

	 n It is very important to choose an article from a credible source to avoid bias and false news. Use 	
		  the credibility rubric to assess sources before selecting articles. 

4. Read the article  

	 n Once you have chosen an article of interest, read it to determine its connection to the unit  
		  content. Take note of any new or unfamiliar terms so they can be reviewed later.

	
5. Ask students to read the article and complete an article report sheet. Remind  
them to: 

	 n Provide information about where the article was found. 

	 n Answer questions about the current event and draw connections to what they have learned 		
		  during the unit.  

 If you are selecting the article, consider editing the text to differentiate instruction. Differentiation Strategy
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Article Report Sheet

  

Science in the News: Article Report

Title of article: 

Author:  

Date published: 

Source:  

Type of news:       Local       National       International

1. Summarize your article. What happened? When did it happen? Who was involved? 
Where did it happen? Why did it happen?   

2. Why is this article important?   

3. What did you learn from this article? Was anything surprising?   

 

Name:

Date:

© Carolina Biological Supply Company



  

Write one question you have after reading the article.   

How does this article relate to the topics covered in this unit?   

 

Name:

Date:

© Carolina Biological Supply Company Article Report Sheet 



 Article Credibility Rubric © Carolina Biological Supply Company

Criteria 3 2 1 Rating

Author

The author’s name 
is easy to find.

Author’s name is not 
easy to find.

The author’s name 
cannot be found.

Source/
Publisher

The source of the 
article is well-known 
and contains many 
news reports.

The source of the 
article does not 
contain many news 
reports. I have 
never heard of the 
publisher.

The source of this 
article does not have 
many news reports.

Update 
frequency

This event occurred 
recently.

This event occurred 
within the past five 
years. 

This event occurred 
many years ago.

Opinion/
Bias

The article reports 
on an event and 
does not provide 
opinion.

The article contains 
facts, but also the 
author’s opinion. 

The article contains 
the author’s opinion 
and presents 
information that may 
not be fact.

Science 
Impact

Scientific findings 
and results appear 
to be accurate 
and has strong 
evidence for 
support.

The scientific 
findings might 
be exaggerated 
and do not have 
evidence. I do not 
understand the 
scientific findings.

The science 
discussed in the 
article is incorrect 
and there is no 
evidence.

1. Do you think this news article is credible? Explain why or why not. 

Science in the News: Article Credibility Rubric

Directions: Use the rubric to determine the credibility of your Science in the News article.




